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Welcometo the

Maryland Department of Agriculture

he Maryland
Department
of Agriculture

preserves agricultural
land, protects the
health and safety of
citizens, livestock and
companion animals,
andmyriadagricultural
products andagriculturak
related industries, all while
conserving and protecting
ours t atteasodrechatural
resources, especially the
Chesapeake Bay.

Getto knowus. Weworkfor you!




Welcometo MDA:
Serving & Preserving Maryland

arylandés agricul tural produ

M stateand secondo nonein its importancetothes t at e d s
economy, environment, food supply and quality of life.

Marylandagricultureincludespoultry andgrain,livestockand

equines, forests and nanses, orchards and vineyards, dairy

andicecreamyegetableandfruit. TheMarylandDepartment

of Agriculture (MDA) is committed to ensuring the safety and

sustainability of this important sector of our economy.

MDA Services

Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation

(MALPF), the nationés ol dest and
preservation program, preserves prime agricultural land and

woodland by purchasing easements and restricting

development. Since 1980, MALPF has@nesd over 350,000

acres on over 2,500 farms in all 23 counties. MALPF manages a
publicinvestmentof over$900million in permanentlypreserved

land.

Regulatory Information Center: MDA helpsensurecompliance

with environmental and consumer protecticas. When
necessary, MDA initiates enforcement actions, such as imposing
fines and penalties, and taking civil and/or criminal judicial
actions. Enforcement actions are posted at:
www.mda.maryland.gov/Pages/Regulatdnjormation-Center.aspx

Agricultural Conflict Resolution Serviceresolvesgriculture
related conflicts through mediation, a confidential, voluntary,
no-costto low-costprocesghat helpsinvolvedpartiesdevelop
mutually agreeable solutions.



http://www.mda.maryland.gov/Pages/Regulatory-Information-Center.aspx
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Marketing,Animal Industries & ConsumerServices

Food Quality Assuranceensureghat consumersandbusinessethat farmfood

products meet high standards for safety, freshness, quality and YyfBde.

91 Certifies the quality, weight, plant sanitation, production aoebcessing
practicesandlabelingof agriculturalcommoditiessuchaseggspoultry,
meat, grain, fruits and vegetables

1 Regulateshe saleof eggghroughlicensingandinspectionto ersureeggs
meetstandarddor safety quality, labelingandweight

1 Regulatesaindlicensesll personshuying,receivingexchangingr storing

grainfromaproducer

inspectsandreviewsorganicproductionandon-farmhandlingoperations

Inspects fruitand vegetable

producersaandhandlergo determine

compliance with Good Agricultural

Practices and Good Handling

Practices that minimize the risk of

microbial contamination.
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Animal Health safeguardshe healthof
livestockandpoultry throughprograms
that control infectiousdiseasessomeof
which can affect humans. MDA:

1 Regulateshe movemenbfanimals
into andwithin the stateto guard
against the spread of disease

1 Conductsdiseasenonitoringanddetectionactivitiesfor livestockand

poultry diseases

Regulateslicensesandinspectslivestockmarkets,dealersandhaulers

Regulatesinimalvaccinesisedin diseaseontrol programs

Regulatesandinspectspoultry hatcheriesregulatedive bird market

activity; and registers poultrgrowers

Operatesanimaldiseaseliagnostidaboratoriesn FrederickandSalisbury

Responddo diseaseutbreaksandotheranimalemergenciesnderthe

StateEmergencyperationsPlan.
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Maryland Horse Industry Boardp r o mot es Matrindustyand6s hor s
supportsresearchelatedto equinehealth.Theboardalsolicensesandinspects

equine stables that operate as boarding, and rental, instructional, rescue or

training facilities.



A W State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners

*“W8 ensures the safe practice of veterinary medicine in
Marylandby enforcingthe VeterinaryPracticeAct
and its regulations. The board licenses, registers
and inspects veterinarians, veterinary technicians,
veterinary hospital owners, and humane
organizationsjnvestigates complaints; and takes
disciplinary actions when necessary.

Spayand Neuter Programprovidesgrantsfor projectsthat aim
to reduce the number of cats and dogs euthanized in shelters
across the state.

Maryland Agricultural Fair Board supports agricultural fairs
andshowsacrosghe statethat provideeducationabpportunities
for youth and the general public about the agriculture industry.

Weights and Measuresensures
consumers get what they pay for by
inspecting weighing and measuring
devicessuchassupermarkescaleand
gas pumps. MDA also:

1 Inspectscommerciakstablishments
to ensure the price advertised on
the shelf is the same price charged
at checkout.

1 Teststhe netcontentsof packaged
goodghat arelabeledoy weight,
volume, or length.

1 Conducts undercover buyingnd
sellingto ensurehonesty/accuracy.

1 Investigategonsumercomplaints.

Agricultural and Seafood Marketingdevelops profitable marketing

opportunities for Marylandarmers and watermen. MDA:

I Promoted a r mmmankeis@eafoodtoresandother
consumer outlets for Maryland farm and seafood
products

9 Coordinateghe FarmersMarket Nutrition Programto
helplow incomecitizenswho areat dietaryrisk obtain
fresh,local produce

I ManagesheMa r y | BestAbidcslture,Maryland's
BestSeafoodBuyLocal,andFarmto-Schoolnitiatives

9 Connects farmers and seafood companies with buyers
fromgrocerystoresyrestaurantsfoodservicecompanies
andschools

9 Fundsfoodbanksto purchasdocalfoodandconnects
them with Maryland producers

9 Connectsstateinstitutions to farmersthroughthe
Certified Local Farm Enterprise Program

i Works internationally to help Marylandood processors,
alcoholproducersandlivestockbreederdind andexpand
saleverseas

FRESH-LOCAL
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Office of Plant Industries & Pest Management

Plant Protection & Weed Managementprotectsthe healthof plantsand

honeybeeand serves as the stateds expert

guarantines. MDA:

1 Licensesanyonewho advertises, sellfstallsor producesnurserystockin
Maryland

1 Inspectsgardencenterschainstoresjandscapeperationsnurseriesand

greenhouse® interceptdangeroupestsanddiseaseghat coulddamage

the stateds nursery stock

Conductssurveys foinvasive planpests

Manages honey bee diseases to

protectthe essentiafole ofhoney

bees in crop pollination

1 Operatesanentomologyplant
pathology and green house
laboratory to test and analyze
samples

1 Issueqquarantinego prevent
the sale or movement of plant
materials to control or contain a
newor dangerousliseas@r pest

1 Enforceghe MarylandWeed
Control Lawwhich requires all
landownersnot just farmersto
manage noxious weeds.
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Turf & Seed ensures the continued availability of high quality seed and sod to
Ma r y | seedmrissmerswhetherit isafarmertilling hundredsof acresora
homeowner with ssmall garden. MDA:

1 Inspectsandcertifiesseeddor farmersseedandsoddealersandthe public

1 Enforceseedandsodlabelinglaws.

1 Conductslabtestson seedots for purity, weedseedsandgermination.




Pesticide Regulationensures that pesticides are used, sold,

handledanddisposedf safelyby both commerciabndprivate

applicators. MDA:

9 Licenses and inspects proper pesticaplication

1 Approvedraining coursesand
conducts pesticide applicator
examinations

1 Enforcedederalandstatelawson
the sale and use pksticides

1 Investigatepesticideaccidents/
incidents and consumer e
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State Chemistregistersanimalfeeds,

petfoodsfertilizers, pesticidesandotherregulateccommodities.
The program performs laboratory analysis to ensure products
meet label claims and are not harmful to the environment. MDA:
9 Inspects retail outlets,
distribution centers,
warehousesanimalfeedmills,
pesticide nanufacturers, and
fertilizer production facilities
9 Stopssaleor distribution of
productsthat areineffectiveor
harmfulto humansanimalsor
the environment
1 Serves as tharimary
chemistrylabforthe state/
federal Food Emergency
Respons&etwork.

Mosquito Control works to preventmosquitabornedisease

humanspetsandlivestockby working with localjurisdictionsto:

1 Surveyandmonitor larval andadult mosquitopopulations

1 Applyinsecticidein high-needlocationsby airplaneor truck

1 Coordinatebiologicalcontrol activities,including breeding
source reduction, and public education.

Forest PestManagementprotectsthes t a forestarsdurban

landscape trees from diseases, insects and other pests that can

destroy landscape andrest trees. Conducting field activities

from four regional field offices across the state, MDA:

1 Developsandimplementsenvironmentallysoundpest
managemenpractices

1 ConductsDetectionandEvaluationSurveyso identify the
size, movement anabtential of forest pests.






